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Introduction
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

In January of 2016, Quadrant Research, on behalf of the  New Jersey Department of Education, began a study of the level of arts 
education in New Jersey schools.  This is a repeat for the 2020/2021 school year of a very similar study conducted by the same 
parties for the 2005/2006 and 2010/2011 school years. 

The principals of  2,295 schools, including charter schools, were asked to complete an on-line survey to provide detailed 
information on arts education in their school building.  The on-line survey captured numerous details on arts education, more 
specifically:

ü Types of arts courses (curricular and extra-curricular) offered, by grade level (for music, visual arts, theater, and dance);

ü Number of students enrolled in arts courses;

ü Number of hours in a year dedicated to arts education, by arts discipline;

ü Certification level of teachers providing arts education;

ü Non-salary budgets allocated to arts education;

ü Use of visiting artists, field trips, and artists-in-residence;

ü Professional development offerings to art and general classroom teachers;

ü Policies in place regarding arts education (adoption of standards, high school arts graduation requirements, etc.).

In 2021, a total of 2,100 public and 57 charter schools completed a questionnaire, which is a 94.0% response rate (MOE +/-1%).  A 
total of 1,156,940 students were represented by responding public schools. 

In 2015, a total of 2,235 public and 78 charter schools completed a questionnaire, which is a 99.3% response rate.  A total of 
1,259,564 students were represented by responding public schools. 

In 2011, a total of 2,234 public and 56 charter schools completed a questionnaire, which is a 99.5 % response rate.  A total of 
1,309,751 students were represented by responding public schools
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS (NON-CHARTER)
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IMPACT OF COVID-19
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COVID-19 Impact: Primary Way School Operated During 2020/21
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q6A:  How has your school primarily operated during the 2020/21 school year?

New to 2021 Survey

This is the fourth wave of data collection for the New Jersey Arts Education Census. The most recent wave of survey data was collected for 
the 2020/21 school year.  During data collection, COVID protocols were still impacting the way that New Jersey Schools were operating (as 
evidenced below).  Overall, very few schools were operating fully in person (less than 10%).  Most, were operating on a hybrid model (72%) 
with another 19% operating fully remote. 

Throughout this report we provide trend data by showing the results of the previous two waves of data collection (collected during school 
years with normal operations) and the most recent wave of data collection.  Given the impact that COVID had on school operations during 
the most recent wave of data collection, and the time period (2020/21 school year) which schools were asked to report data for, trend data 
should be interpreted with care. Throughout the report, impacts of COVID can be seen in measures including arts enrollment, dedicated 
spaces, course offerings, and instructional time. 

Knowing that COVID would impact data during the 2020/21 data collection period, additional questions were added to gauge if schools 
anticipated returning to normal, pre-pandemic levels of operation, enrollment, etc. and most felt that pre-COVID operations would return. 
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COVID-19 Impact: On School Arts Program
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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6D) Specifically, has COVID-19 had any of the following impacts on your school’s arts program? (Please check all that apply.)

% Yes, COVID-19 has had this impact on school arts program…

New to 2021 Survey

% that had at least 1 of these impacts:
ü Overall: 58%
ü Elementary: 58%
ü Middle: 62%
ü High:  56%
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COVID-19 Impact: Utilization of Online Virtual Experiences
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

6B1) Since the onset of COVID-19, have students utilized online virtual experiences for any of the following?
6B2) Were any of the online virtual experiences used in place of leaving the school to experience and/or having external partners come into the school to provide?

Base = Utilized specific online/virtual experience + % Yes, was in place of in person experience 

% Yes, utilized online/virtual experience for.. 

New to 2021 Survey

# of these utilized online/virtual experience for..
# Utilized Overall Elementary Middle High

None 37% 42% 37% 20%
At Least One 63% 58% 63% 81%
One 34% 33% 37% 35%
Two 24% 20% 21% 38%
Three 5% 5% 5% 8%
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PARTICIPATING PUBLIC SCHOOLS & DISTRICTS
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School Types*
(Base=All Responding Public Schools) (2021 n=2,100 Public Schools)
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** In 2006 survey, Elementary Schools included grades K-6, and Middle Schools grades 7-8 (not shown here). 

% of Students 
Represented In 

Study 2011

55%

41%

34%

% of Students 
Represented In 

Study 2016

53%

38%

32%

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

% of Students 
Represented In 

Study 2021

52%

39%

34%

(2021 n=1,475)

(2021 n=806)

(2021 n=371)

School types below are not mutually exclusive; a single building could be designated as being an elementary school, a middle 
school, and/or a high school, depending on which grades they have enrollment in. Schools with ‘elementary grade’ are those 
with at least one grade from kindergarten through fifth grade. Middle school grades are grades six, seven and eight. High 
school grades are grades nine through twelve.
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School Size
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

The statistics above provide data on school size based traditional grade spans (non-duplicated count). 

School Type

Total Enrollment of 
Participating Schools

Minimum Number of 
Students

Maximum
Number of Students

Median Number of 
Students

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Elementary (K-5) 597,648 570,157 504,940 34 29 31 1,400 1,252 1,100 386 369 347

Middle (6-8) 307,322 293,444 281,738 128 129 81 1,726 1,671 1,379 643 637 646

High (9-12) 404,781 395,963 370,262 47 3 19 3,341 3,344 2,979 1,059 1,000 975

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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Enrollment by Grade Levels
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

A. Please indicate the enrollment by grade levels of your school for 2020-2021 school year. 
If your school does not include a particular grade, please enter '0' for that grade.

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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AVAILABILITY OF ARTS EDUCATION 
IN NEW JERSEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Arts Courses Offered - Overall
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q1A1: What is the total number of courses offered in EACH arts area?

% Schools With at Least One Course In Arts Discipline

2021
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2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

99% of All Schools Have at Least One Course 
in Any of the Four Arts Disciplines

2011

+10%-point increase
+97% increase in # of 

schools offering from 2016

0%-point change 
-6% decrease in # of 

schools offering from 2016

+6%-point increase
+31% increase in # of 

schools offering from 2016

+1%-point increase
-5% decrease in # of 

schools offering from 2016

19% of All Students Have Access to All 4 
Arts Disciplines

11%

9%
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Arts Courses Offered - By School Type
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q1A1: What is the total number of courses offered in EACH arts area?

% Schools With at Least One Course,  By Arts Discipline

2021

99% of Middle Schools Have at Least One 
Course in Any of the Four Arts Disciplines

100% of High Schools Have at Least One 
Course in Any of the Four Arts Disciplines

2016

99% 97%

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

99% of Elementary Schools Have at Least One 
Course in Any of the Four Arts Disciplines

2011

Elementary Middle High

11% of All Elementary School Students Have 
Access to All 4 Arts Disciplines

14% of All Middle School Students Have 
Access to All 4 Arts Disciplines

38% of All High School Students Have Access 
to All 4 Arts Disciplines

4% 28%

2% 4% 23%

Discipline %-point 
change

% change in # of 
schools offering from 2016

Dance +10% +173%
Music -1% -6%
Theater +6% +131%
Visual Art +1% -5%

Discipline %-point 
change

% change in # of 
schools offering from 2016

Dance +12% +158%
Music +1% -7%
Theater +10% +63%
Visual Art 0% -7%

Discipline %-point 
change

% change in # of 
schools offering from 2016

Dance +10% +28%
Music +3% -4%
Theater +5% +1%
Visual Art +4% -2%
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Number of Arts Disciplines Offered  - Overall
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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29%

19%
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+10%-point increase
+43% increase in # of 
schools offering 3 or 4 
disciplines from 2016
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Number of Arts Disciplines Offered  - By School Type
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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+10%-point increase
+124% increase in # of 
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disciplines from 2016

+14%-point increase
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+6%-point increase
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Courses Taught in Dedicated Classrooms - Overall
(Base = Schools With at Least One Arts Course in Arts Discipline)

Q1A2: What is the total number of courses taught in a dedicated classroom designed for the arts area?

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

% Schools Which Teach Arts Discipline and Teach 
at Least One Course in a Dedicated Classroom
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Courses Taught in Dedicated Classrooms – By School Type
(Base = Schools With at Least One Arts Course in Arts Discipline)

Q1A2: What is the total number of courses taught in a dedicated classroom designed for the arts area?

90% Teach at Least One Course in a 
Dedicated Classroom in Any of the Four 

Arts Disciplines

96% Teach at Least One Course in a 
Dedicated Classroom in Any of the Four 

Arts Disciplines

99% Teach at Least One Course in a 
Dedicated Classroom in Any of the 

Four Arts Disciplines

2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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99%97%93%

% Schools Which Teach Arts Discipline and Teach at Least One Course in a Dedicated Classroom
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19Q1A2: What is the total number of courses taught in a dedicated classroom designed for the arts area?

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Teach Discipline, But Not in a Dedicated Classroom - Overall
(Base = Schools With at Least One Arts Course in Arts Discipline)
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10% of Elementary Schools Do Not 
Teach at Least One Offered Discipline in 

a Dedicated Space

4% of Middle Schools Do Not Teach at 
Least One Offered Discipline in a 

Dedicated Space

1% of High Schools Do Not Teach at 
Least One Offered Discipline in a 

Dedicated Space2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Elementary Middle High

2%4%8%

Teach Discipline, But Not in a Dedicated Classroom – By School Type
(Base = Schools With at Least One Arts Course in Arts Discipline)

1%3%7%

% Schools Which Teach an Arts Discipline, But Not in a Dedicated Classroom
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Schools With Arts Teachers – By School Type
(Base= Varies, See Notations Below)

Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

Elementary
(Base = Offer Course In That Discipline)

Dance Music Theater Visual Art
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Part Time 1% 1% 3% 13% 12% 8% 1% 1% 2% 20% 19% 14%

Full Time 4% 4% 12% 77% 84% 88% 3% 3% 8% 67% 74% 80%

No Art Teacher (FT or PT), but subject offered 1% 1% 2% 6% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 2% 6% 1% 0.1%

Middle
(Base = Offer Course In That Discipline)

Dance Music Theater Visual Art
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Part Time 1% 1% 3% 7% 6% 4% 4% 3% 5% 10% 9% 7%

Full Time 6% 5% 14% 85% 90% 93% 10% 10% 17% 79% 85% 87%

No Art Teacher (FT or PT), but subject offered 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 3% 1% 0.4%

High
(Base = Offer Course In That Discipline)

Dance Music Theater Visual Art
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Part Time 1% 3% 3% 1% 2% 1% 10% 8% 12% 0.3% 0.5% 0%

Full Time 21% 22% 31% 88% 84% 90% 50% 50% 52% 93% 91% 98%

No Art Teacher (FT or PT), but subject offered 1% 1% 3% 0.3% 0.5% 0.3% 3% 3% 2% 1% 1% 0%

% of All Schools, Regardless of Disciplines 
Offered, With At Least One FTE Art Teacher

2011 2016 2021

Elementary 89% 95% 96%

Middle 92% 97% 98%

High 97% 96% 100%



540

3628

893

3219

0
1,000
2,000
3,000
4,000
5,000

Dance Music Theater Visual Arts

220

3785

394

3343

0
1,000
2,000
3,000
4,000
5,000

22

2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

2%

227

3683

385

3138

0
1,000
2,000
3,000
4,000
5,000

Aggregated Number of Full Time Art Teachers - Overall
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

1% of Schools Have NO Art Teachers (FT or PT)

Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

7%

Note that schools were asked to 
provide a non-duplicated count of 
teachers in each arts area.  
Combined number of teachers 
across all disciplines below may 
contain some duplication. 

Summed Full Time Arts Teachers Across All Disciplines: 8,280 

7,742

7,433
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Aggregated Number of Full Time Art Teachers – By School Type
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

1% of Schools Have NO Art Teachers (FT or PT)

Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

0% of Schools Have NO Art Teachers (FT or PT)

2%6%9%

Note that schools were asked to provide a 
non-duplicated count of teachers in each 
arts area.  Combined number of teachers 
across all disciplines/grade levels below 
may contain some duplication. 

Summed FTE Arts Teachers: 4,453 Summed FTE Arts Teachers: 3,274 Summed FTE Arts Teachers: 2,719

3,943 2,988 2,600

3,387 3,004 2,537
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Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

Teachers Providing Arts Instruction - Overall
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Student/Teacher Ratio
(Summed total of all NJ students divided by 
the summed total of all arts teachers (FTE))

5713

333

3199

377
0

2,000
4,000
6,000

5538

342

3275

401
0

2,000
4,000
6,000

Note that schools were asked to 
provide a non-duplicated count of 
teachers in each arts area.  
Combined number of teachers 
across all disciplines below may 
contain some duplication. 

Overall Student / Teacher Ratio: 140

163

177



1805 2304 2547
292 281 4161082 1311 1571411 400 281

0
2,000
4,000
6,000
8,000

10,000

Dance Music Theater Visual Arts

7514 6799
3473

301 294 470

8156

3498
1587431 425 298

0
2,000
4,000
6,000
8,000

10,000

25

2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Elementary Middle High
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Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

Teachers Providing Arts Instruction - By School Type
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Student/Teacher Ratio
(Summed total of all NJ students divided by 
the summed total of all arts teachers (FTE))

Note that schools were asked to provide 
a non-duplicated count of teachers in 
each arts area.  Combined number of 
teachers across all disciplines/grade 
levels below may contain some 
duplication. 

Overall Student/Teacher Ratio: 136 Overall Student/Teacher Ratio: 138 Overall Student/Teacher Ratio: 143

170 162 156

213 179 175
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Teachers Providing Arts Instruction – Overall
(Base=Schools Providing Arts Instruction)

Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 
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Student/Teacher Ratio
(Summed total of all NJ students who received arts instruction in discipline / 

divided by the summed total of all arts teachers (FTE))
Note that schools were asked to 
provide a non-duplicated count of 
teachers in each arts area.  
Combined number of teachers 
across all disciplines below may 
contain some duplication. 

Overall Student / Teacher Ratio: 106 
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122
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Teachers Providing Arts Instruction - By School Type
(Base=Schools Providing Arts Instruction)

Q1A5: What is the total number of teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

Note that schools were asked to provide 
a non-duplicated count of teachers in 
each arts area.  Combined number of 
teachers across all disciplines/grade 
levels below may contain some 
duplication. 

Overall Student/Teacher Ratio: 126 Overall Student/Teacher Ratio: 116 Overall Student/Teacher Ratio: 63

158 139 68

171 135 71

Student/Teacher Ratio
(Summed total of all NJ students who received arts instruction in discipline / 

divided by the summed total of all arts teachers (FTE))
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76% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline)

2021

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

76%

Percentage of All Students Enrolled – Overall
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

69%

Q1A3: The total number of students who received instruction in this arts area, whether elective or required.  (This is a non-duplicated count). 
Q1A4: The total number of students enrolled in one or more arts classes.  (This is a non-duplicated count).
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93% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline)

84% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline)

44% of Students Enrolled in at Least 
One Arts Class (Any Discipline)

2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Elementary Middle High

44%86%93%

Percentage of All Students Enrolled – By School Type
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

41%76%80%

Q1A3: The total number of students who received instruction in this arts area, whether elective or required.  (This is a non-duplicated count). 
Q1A4: The total number of students enrolled in one or more arts classes.  (This is a non-duplicated count).
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Percentage Enrolled Where Discipline is Offered – Overall
(Base = Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

2016

2011

76% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline) Among 
Schools Offering Arts Instruction

76%

70%

Q1A3: The total number of students who received instruction in this arts area, whether elective or required.  (This is a non-duplicated count). 
Q1A4: The total number of students enrolled in one or more arts classes.  (This is a non-duplicated count).



62%
44%

7%

93%
75%

20%
44% 33%

5%

94%
80%

37%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Dance Music Theater Visual Arts

60% 47%

9%

84% 71%

20%23% 22%
6%

85% 76%

33%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

64% 54%

7%

94%
77%

21%
41% 29%

5%

95% 83%

35%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

31

2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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Percentage Enrolled Where Discipline is Offered – By School Type
(Base = Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

94% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline) Among 
Schools Offering Arts Instruction

44%87%94%

41%78%82%

84% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline) Among 
Schools Offering Arts Instruction

44% of Students Enrolled in at Least One 
Arts Class (Any Discipline) Among 
Schools Offering Arts Instruction

Q1A3: The total number of students who received instruction in this arts area, whether elective or required.  (This is a non-duplicated count). 
Q1A4: The total number of students enrolled in one or more arts classes.  (This is a non-duplicated count).
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Dance
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1D1: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Dance courses. For those courses with no enrollment in 2020/21 either curricular/co-
curricular courses and/or extracurricular offerings, please indicate by checking if offered in years prior to 2020/21 which were not available for 2020/21 as a result of COVID-19.

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

All Schools Elementary Middle High

% of All Schools … With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Dance* 19% 6% 3% 4% 17% 3% 3% 4% 18% 5% 4% 5% 29% 14% 2% 6%
Choreography 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 3% 5% 3% 1% 3%
IB Dance 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1%
Dance Other 3% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 2% 4% 9% 7% 1% 4%

New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)
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Music
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

All Schools Elementary Middle High

% of All Schools … With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Music* 74% 3% 3% 3% 90% 3% 3% 4% 78% 3% 4% 3% 17% 2% 2% 0.3%
Chorus/Choir 35% 16% 12% 17% 21% 15% 15% 20% 41% 21% 15% 20% 74% 17% 2% 8%
Composition/Songwriting 2% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 1% 0% 1% 1% 6% 0.3% 1% 0.3%
Concert Band 25% 8% 4% 6% 15% 6% 5% 6% 28% 11% 8% 9% 57% 10% 2% 4%
Contemporary Band 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2% 8% 4% 1% 1%
General Band 26% 7% 6% 6% 24% 8% 8% 7% 30% 10% 10% 8% 26% 4% 1% 1%
Guitar 5% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 4% 2% 4% 2% 21% 2% 1% 1%
IB Music 1% 0.2% 1% 0.2% 1% 0.2% 1% 0.2% 2% 1% 1% 0.4% 2% 0% 1% 0%
Individual Technique –
Instrumental 12% 3% 3% 2% 12% 4% 4% 2% 15% 5% 5% 2% 11% 2% 1% 0.3%

Instrumental Ensembles 10% 5% 3% 3% 5% 2% 3% 2% 8% 6% 4% 4% 28% 15% 1% 5%
Marching Band 3% 8% 1% 1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 17% 40% 2% 4%
Music Appreciation 5% 0.2% 1% 0.1% 1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 5% 0.2% 1% 0.1% 17% 1% 1% 0%
Music History 2% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 2% 0.2% 1% 0.1% 9% 0.3% 1% 0%
Music Theory 8% 0.3% 0.3% 0.4% 1% 0.4% 0.3% 1% 3% 0% 0.4% 0.1% 40% 0.3% 1% 0%
AP Music Theory 6% 0% 0.4% 0.1% 0.1% 0% 0.1% 0.1% 1% 0% 0.4% 0.1% 33% 0% 2% 0%
Orchestra 20% 4% 2% 3% 15% 3% 2% 3% 17% 5% 2% 3% 29% 6% 1% 2%
Music Technology 6% 0.1% 1% 0.4% 1% 0% 0.3% 0.2% 4% 0.2% 1% 1% 29% 1% 2% 1%
Piano 6% 0.4% 1% 0.3% 1% 1% 1% 0.3% 3% 1% 2% 1% 29% 0% 1% 0.3%
Vocal Ensembles 7% 5% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 3% 5% 4% 3% 5% 22% 17% 1% 4%
Music Other 5% 3% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 2% 2% 1% 19% 8% 1% 1%

New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

Q1D2: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Music courses. For those courses with no enrollment in 2020/21 either curricular/co-
curricular courses and/or extracurricular offerings, please indicate by checking if offered in years prior to 2020/21 which were not available for 2020/21 as a result of COVID-19.
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Theatre
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

All Schools Elementary Middle High

% of All Schools … With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Drama/Theatre* 20% 13% 3% 13% 12% 8% 2% 13% 21% 17% 4% 19% 46% 26% 2% 6%
Directing 1% 1% 0.4% 0.4% 0% 0% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 1% 1% 4% 2% 1% 0.3%
Acting/Performance 3% 5% 1% 3% 0.4% 3% 1% 3% 1% 6% 2% 6% 18% 15% 2% 2%
Comprehensive 0.4% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.4% 1% 2% 1% 1% 0.3%
Stagecraft 2% 2% 1% 2% 0.1% 0.4% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 4% 12% 7% 2% 1%
Exploration in Drama 1% 1% 0.3% 1% 0% 0.3% 0.3% 1% 0% 0.2% 0.4% 1% 3% 1% 0.3% 0%
Film/Video 4% 2% 1% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 0.3% 3% 2% 1% 1% 20% 3% 1% 1%
History and Literature of 
the Theatre 1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0% 0% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 4% 0% 0% 0%

IB Film 0.4% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.3% 2% 0% 0% 0%
IB Theatre 1% 1% 0.3% 1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 2% 2% 0.3% 1%
Introduction to Theatre 3% 0.2% 1% 1% 0.2% 0.1% 1% 1% 2% 0.4% 1% 1% 15% 0.3% 1% 1%
Playwriting 1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0% 0.3% 0.4% 4% 1% 1% 0%
Theatre Other 3% 3% 0.3% 2% 1% 1% 0.4% 1% 2% 3% 1% 2% 12% 7% 0% 3%

New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

Q1D3: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Theatre courses. For those courses with no enrollment in 2020/21 either curricular/co-
curricular courses and/or extracurricular offerings, please indicate by checking if offered in years prior to 2020/21 which were not available for 2020/21 as a result of COVID-19.
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Visual Arts
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

All Schools Elementary Middle High

% of All Schools … With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

With 
Enrollment

Offered Prior to 
2020/21

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Art* 88% 8% 3% 8% 92% 5% 3% 8% 92% 11% 5% 13% 66% 12% 2% 4%
AP Art History 3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 0% 0.2% 0.1% 1% 0% 0.4% 0.3% 15% 0.3% 1% 1%
AP Studio Art Three 
Dimensional 4% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 0.3% 1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.1% 19% 0.3% 1% 0%

AP Studio Art Two Dimensional 8% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 2% 0.1% 0.4% 0.4% 43% 0.3% 1% 1%
Art Appreciation 1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 1% 0.4% 1% 0.3% 5% 1% 1% 0%
Art History 2% 0.4% 0.2% 0.1% 1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.1% 6% 0% 0.3% 0%
Art Portfolio 4% 0.1% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 0.2% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 20% 1% 0% 0%
Ceramics and Pottery 7% 0.3% 1% 1% 0.4% 0.3% 1% 1% 3% 0.4% 1% 1% 38% 1% 3% 1%
Computer-Assisted Art 5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.2% 1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 23% 1% 1% 0.3%
Crafts 3% 1% 0.4% 1% 0.3% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 14% 0% 0.3% 1%
Creative Art – Comprehensive 3% 1% 0.2% 1% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 1% 2% 0.1% 0.4% 1% 12% 1% 0.3% 1%
Creative Art – Drawing 5% 0.3% 1% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 1% 1% 2% 0.2% 1% 1% 23% 1% 0.3% 0%
Creative Art –
Drawing/Painting 6% 0.4% 1% 1% 1% 0.3% 1% 1% 2% 0.2% 1% 1% 34% 1% 0.8% 0.3%

Creative Art – Painting 3% 1% 0.3% 1% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 1% 2% 0.4% 1% 1% 16% 1% 0.3% 1%
Creative Art – Sculpture 4% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 0.4% 0.1% 1% 0.2% 2% 0.1% 1% 0.4% 22% 0% 0.3% 0.3%
Graphic Design 8% 0.3% 1% 0.2% 1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 5% 1% 1% 0.3% 39% 1% 1% 1%
Jewelry 1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.4% 0% 0.1% 0.3% 1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.4% 1% 4% 0% 1% 0%
Photography 9% 1% 1% 1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 1% 3% 1% 1% 2% 48% 3% 2% 2%
Printmaking 1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 4% 0% 0.3% 0%
Printmaking/Graphics 1% 0% 0.2% 0.1% 0% 0% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 0% 0.4% 0.3% 5% 0% 0.3% 0.3%
Textiles 1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.2% 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 5% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3%
Visual Art Other 9% 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 6% 4% 1% 3% 34% 2% 0% 2%

New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

Q1D4: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Visual Art courses. For those courses with no enrollment in 2020/21 either curricular/co-
curricular courses and/or extracurricular offerings, please indicate by checking if offered in years prior to 2020/21 which were not available for 2020/21 as a result of COVID-19.
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Percent of All Students Enrolled in Dance Courses
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1D1: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Dance courses.

(Total # Enrolled / 
Total # of Students) Overall Elementary Middle High

% of Students Enrolled… % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Dance* 8.1% 0.3% 12.1% 0.3% 9.2% 0.3% 2.4% 0.4%
Choreography 0.4% 0.1% 0.7% 0.1% 0.5% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
IB Dance 0.2% 0.1% 0.4% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.03% 0.02%
Dance Other 0.4% 0.2% 0.5% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.4% 0.2%

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

New to 2021 Survey

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Percent of All Students Enrolled in Music Courses
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Overall Elementary Middle High

% of Students Enrolled… % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Music* 49.5% 0.5% 83.0% 0.8% 55.7% 0.3% 2.9% 0.1%
Chorus/Choir 6.0% 1.1% 5.8% 1.5% 7.8% 1.3% 4.3% 0.5%
Composition/Songwriting 0.2% 0.001% 0.3% 0.001% 0.4% 0% 0.1% 0.001%
Concert Band 3.0% 0.6% 1.7% 0.6% 4.2% 0.9% 3.0% 0.4%
Contemporary Band 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 0.01% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1%
General Band 2.8% 0.6% 2.7% 0.8% 4.5% 0.9% 1.1% 0.1%
Guitar 0.4% 0.02% 0.1% 0.02% 0.4% 0.03% 0.8% 0.02%
IB Music 0.7% 0.03% 1.0% 0.1% 0.9% 0.02% 0.03% 0%
Individual Technique – Instrumental 1.1% 0.2% 1.3% 0.3% 1.4% 0.3% 0.4% 0.1%
Instrumental Ensembles 0.7% 0.3% 0.6% 0.2% 0.7% 0.4% 1.0% 0.5%
Marching Band 0.3% 0.7% 0.01% 0.0% 0.03% 0.2% 0.9% 2.0%
Music Appreciation 1.2% 0.05% 1.0% 0.1% 2.0% 0.1% 0.8% 0.02%
Music History 0.5% 0.03% 0.5% 0.05% 0.8% 0.1% 0.4% 0.0%
Music Theory 0.5% 0.01% 0.4% 0.01% 0.8% 0% 0.5% 0.004%
AP Music Theory 0.1% 0% 0.002% 0% 0.01% 0% 0.2% 0%
Orchestra 2.0% 0.2% 1.5% 0.2% 2.6% 0.3% 1.4% 0.1%
Music Technology 0.6% 0.01% 0.3% 0% 0.8% 0.03% 1.0% 0.02%
Piano 0.5% 0.01% 0.2% 0.01% 0.3% 0.01% 1.2% 0%
Vocal Ensembles 0.6% 0.3% 0.5% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 0.8% 0.5%
Music Other 0.4% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.5% 0.1% 0.7% 0.2%

Q1D2: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Music course.
New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Percent of All Students Enrolled in Theatre Courses
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1D3: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment during the 2020-2021 School Year for Theatre courses.

(Total # Enrolled / 
Total # of Students) Overall Elementary Middle High

% of Students Enrolled… % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Drama/Theatre* 6.1% 1.1% 7.4% 1.1% 9.2% 1.4% 1.7% 1.0%
Directing 0.02% 0.02% 0% 0% 0.003% 0.03% 0.1% 0.02%
Acting/Performance 0.2% 0.4% 0.04% 0.3% 0.1% 0.4% 0.5% 0.6%
Comprehensive 0.03% 0.02% 0% 0.0002% 0.01% 0.0002% 0.1% 0.05%
Stagecraft 0.1% 0.1% 0.001% 0.01% 0.02% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1%
Exploration in Drama 0.03% 0.04% 0% 0.03% 0% 0.03% 0.1% 0.1%
Film/Video 0.7% 0.05% 0.2% 0.03% 0.6% 0.1% 1.6% 0.1%
History and Literature of the Theatre 0.04% 0.003% 0% 0% 0.005% 0.01% 0.1% 0%
IB Film 0.03% 0.004% 0% 0.00% 0.004% 0.01% 0.1% 0%
IB Theatre 0.1% 0.05% 0.04% 0.02% 0.1% 0.02% 0.1% 0.1%
Introduction to Theatre 0.3% 0.01% 0.02% 0.01% 0.3% 0.01% 0.4% 0.001%
Playwriting 0.03% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.0% 0% 0.1% 0.004%
Theatre Other 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3%

New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Percent of All Students Enrolled in Visual Arts Courses
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1D4: Enter the total enrollment / extra-curricular enrollment  during the 2020-2021 School Year for Visual Arts courses.

(Total # Enrolled / 
Total # of Students) Overall Elementary Middle High

% of Students Enrolled… % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled % of Students Enrolled

Course Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./
Co-Curr. Ex-Curr Curr./

Co-Curr. Ex-Curr

General Art* 58.1% 0.6% 86.2% 0.7% 70.4% 0.7% 11.2% 0.3%
AP Art History 0.3% 0.0001% 0.2% 0% 0.3% 0% 0.3% 0.0003%
AP Studio Art Three Dimensional 0.1% 0.001% 0.1% 0.003% 0.1% 0.004% 0.1% 0.0003%
AP Studio Art Two Dimensional 0.2% 0.001% 0.1% 0.001% 0.1% 0.002% 0.4% 0.0003%
Art Appreciation 0.4% 0.02% 0.2% 0.001% 0.3% 0.02% 0.5% 0.03%
Art History 0.3% 0.002% 0.4% 0.004% 0.5% 0.0002% 0.2% 0%
Art Portfolio 0.2% 0.03% 0.1% 0.02% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.02%
Ceramics and Pottery 1.5% 0.01% 0.1% 0.02% 0.6% 0.02% 4.1% 0.01%
Computer-Assisted Art 0.8% 0.004% 0.2% 0.004% 0.8% 0.01% 1.4% 0.01%
Crafts 0.6% 0.03% 0.1% 0.05% 0.1% 0.02% 1.6% 0%
Creative Art – Comprehensive 0.5% 0.02% 0.1% 0.02% 0.4% 0.01% 1.0% 0.03%
Creative Art – Drawing 0.9% 0.02% 0.3% 0.03% 0.5% 0.005% 2.1% 0.01%
Creative Art – Drawing/Painting 0.9% 0.02% 0.1% 0.02% 0.2% 0.01% 2.5% 0.02%
Creative Art – Painting 0.4% 0.02% 0.1% 0.02% 0.2% 0.01% 1.0% 0.01%
Creative Art – Sculpture 0.5% 0.003% 0.1% 0.005% 0.2% 0.002% 1.1% 0%
Graphic Design 1.5% 0.02% 0.4% 0.01% 1.3% 0.02% 3.0% 0.04%
Jewelry 0.1% 0.004% 0% 0.01% 0.01% 0.002% 0.2% 0%
Photography 1.5% 0.03% 0.03% 0.003% 0.4% 0.02% 4.3% 0.1%
Printmaking 0.03% 0.003% 0% 0.003% 0.004% 0.003% 0.1% 0%
Printmaking/Graphics 0.1% 0% 0% 0% 0.05% 0% 0.3% 0%
Textiles 0.1% 0.01% 0% 0.008% 0.02% 0.01% 0.3% 0.001%
Visual Art Other 1.3% 0.2% 0.6% 0.3% 1.4% 0.4% 1.9% 0.2%

New to 2021 Survey

*Most required elementary and middle school/junior high courses/activities will fall under the general categories (indicated by *)

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Curricular and Extra-Curricular Instruction - Overall

% Schools With at Least One Student Receiving Curricular OR 
Extra-Curricular Art Instruction

% Extra-Curricular Instruction Only

7%             1%             19%          1%

7%             1%              18%          1%

5%             1%              11%             0.4%

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Elementary Middle High

5%             1%              17%          1%

Curricular and Extra-Curricular Instruction – By School Type

% Schools With at Least One Student Receiving Curricular 
OR Extra-Curricular Art Instruction

9%             2%             32%          1% 13%          1%           14%          0.2%

4%             1%              16%          1% 8%             2%              27%          1% 12%              1%             14%         0.3%

3%             1%              10%          1% 5%             1%             17%          1% 12%            1%             10%          0%

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

% Extra-Curricular Instruction Only



Q1E: Please indicate if the course is offered, whether the course is offered for arts credit, if the course is taught by a certified arts teacher and provide 
the current course enrollment. 43

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

(Total # Enrolled / 
Total # of Students) 

Elementary Middle School High School

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Poetry 1% 0.5% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0.4% 0.3%

Prose 0.4% 0.5% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3%

Play or Script 
Writing 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1%

Creative Non-
Fiction 0.5% 0.3% 1% 1% 1% 0.9% 0.5% 0.8% 1%

Percent of All Students Enrolled in Additional Arts Disciplines

*See appendix

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Additional Courses – Creative Writing
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1E: Please indicate if the course is offered, whether the course is offered for arts credit, if the course is taught by a certified arts teacher and provide the current 
course enrollment.

Elementary
Course Offered For Arts Credit Taught by Certified Arts Teacher

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
Poetry 2% 1% 2% 0.1% 0.1% 0% 1% 0.4% 0.2%

Prose 1% 1% 1% 0.1% 0.1% 0% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1%

Play or Script Writing 1% 1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0% 0.5% 0.2% 0.1%

Creative Non-Fiction 2% 1% 2% 0.1% 0.1% 0% 0.5% 0.3% 0.2%

Middle
Course Offered For Arts Credit Taught by Certified Arts Teacher

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
Poetry 3% 2% 2% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 1% 0.3% 1%

Prose 3% 3% 2% 0.1% 0.6% 0% 1% 1% 0.3%

Play or Script Writing 2% 2% 2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.4% 1% 1% 1%

Creative Non-Fiction 5% 4% 3% 0.2% 0.3% 0% 1% 1% 1%

High
Course Offered For Arts Credit Taught by Certified Arts Teacher

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
Poetry 16% 16% 14% 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 2%

Prose 18% 16% 10% 1% 2% 2% 3% 2% 1%

Play or Script Writing 10% 8% 5% 3% 1% 1% 3% 1% 2%

Creative Non-Fiction 27% 27% 20% 5% 3% 1% 0% 4% 2%

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Special Education: Adaptive Instruction & Mainstream Integration
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

1F) Do you offer your special education self-contained classes adaptive instruction in any of the following disciplines? (Please check all that apply.)
1F2) Do your special education self-contained students integrate into mainstream arts classes in any of the following disciplines? (Please check all that apply.)

Base = % Yes, offer special education self-contained 
classes adaptive instruction in…

Base = % Yes, special education self-contained 
students integrate into mainstream arts classes in…

New to 2021 Survey

% that offer in at least one subject:
ü Overall: 36%
ü Elementary: 36%
ü Middle: 39%
ü High:  34%

% that integrate in 
at least one subject: 

ü Overall: 77%
ü Elementary: 75%
ü Middle: 79%
ü High:  77%
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Primary Art Instructor Qualifications – Dance
(Base = Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1B1: Enter the most applicable delivery of course offering for all Dance courses.

*Schools provided data for each grade level in school.  Results shown here are the percentage of schools which reported that teacher qualification level as the ‘highest’ level of art teacher 
used in any grade.  Teacher types were designated, from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ as such:  Certified Arts Specialist; English Language Arts; Career & Technology Educator; Visiting Artist; Physical 
Education Teacher; General Classroom Teacher.

2011

2016

2021
Elementary Middle High

*Note: In years prior to 2021 
“Certified Arts Teacher (Dance, 
Music, Theater, Visual Arts)” was 
listed as “Certified Arts Specialist”
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Primary Art Instructor Qualifications – Music
(Base = Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

*Schools provided data for each grade level in school.  Results shown here are the percentage of schools which reported that teacher qualification level as the ‘highest’ level of art teacher 
used in any grade.  Teacher types were designated, from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ as such:  Certified Arts Specialist; English Language Arts; Career & Technology Educator; Visiting Artist; Physical 
Education Teacher; General Classroom Teacher.

2011

2016

2021
Elementary Middle High

Q1B: Enter the most applicable delivery of course offering for all Music courses.

*Note: In years prior to 2021 
“Certified Arts Teacher (Dance, 
Music, Theater, Visual Arts)” was 
listed as “Certified Arts Specialist”
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Primary Art Instructor Qualifications – Theatre
(Base = Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

*Schools provided data for each grade level in school.  Results shown here are the percentage of schools which reported that teacher qualification level as the ‘highest’ level of art teacher 
used in any grade.  Teacher types were designated, from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ as such:  Certified Arts Specialist; English Language Arts; Career & Technology Educator; Visiting Artist; Physical 
Education Teacher; General Classroom Teacher.

2011

2016

2021

Elementary Middle High

Q1B: Enter the most applicable delivery of course offering for all Theater courses.

*Note: In years prior to 2021 
“Certified Arts Teacher (Dance, 
Music, Theater, Visual Arts)” was 
listed as “Certified Arts Specialist”
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Primary Art Instructor Qualifications – Visual Arts
(Base = Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

*Schools provided data for each grade level in school.  Results shown here are the  percentage of schools which reported that teacher qualification level as the ‘highest’ level of art teacher 
used in any grade.  Teacher types were designated, from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ as such:  Certified Arts Specialist; English Language Arts; Career & Technology Educator; Visiting Artist; Physical 
Education Teacher; General Classroom Teacher.

2011

2016

2021
Elementary Middle High

Q1B: Enter the most applicable delivery of course offering for all Visual Arts courses.

*Note: In years prior to 2021 
“Certified Arts Teacher (Dance, 
Music, Theater, Visual Arts)” was 
listed as “Certified Arts Specialist”
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Percent of Schools with a Certified Arts Teacher as the Primary Instructor for at Least One Grade

Certified Arts Teacher as Primary Instructor - Summary
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

2011

2016
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98%

67%
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Overall Elementary School Middle School High School

2021
Dance Music Theater Visual Art

*Note: In years prior to 
2021 “Certified Arts 
Teacher (Dance, Music, 
Theater, Visual Arts)” 
was listed as “Certified 
Arts Specialist”

(Base=Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

% of Schools With CAT as 
Primary Instructor for at Least 
One Grade in ALL Disciplines 
Offered: 
2021: 86%
2016: 89%
2011: 89%
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Percent of Schools Which Used a Visiting Artist, By Discipline
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Elementary
% of Schools

(Base = All Schools)
% of Schools With Discipline

(Base=Schools With Discipline)

2016 2021 2016 2021

Dance 3% 1% 13% 4%

Music 0% 0% 0% 0%

Theater 1% 0.2% 5% 2%

Visual Arts 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1%

Middle
% of Schools

(Base = All Schools)
% of Schools With Discipline

(Base=Schools With Discipline)

2016 2021 2016 2021

Dance 1% 0.5% 5% 3%

Music 0.1% 0% 0.1% 0%

Theater 1% 0.2% 4% 1%

Visual Arts 0.3% 0% 0.4% 0%

High
% of Schools

(Base = All Schools)
% of Schools With Discipline

(Base=Schools With Discipline)

2016 2021 2016 2021

Dance 1% 0.3% 3% 1%

Music 0.3% 0% 0.4% 0%

Theater 0.3% 0% 0.4% 0%

Visual Arts 1% 0.3% 1% 0.3%

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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Median Time Provided for Visual & Performing Arts
(Base=Schools Which Provide Arts Instruction, Grades K to 5 Only)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1C: Enter the number of hours per year instruction is provided for all students by grade and subject. (Grades K-5 only)

0.28 0.28 0.33
0.55 0.44 0.55

0.75 0.75 0.75 0.75 0.83 0.83

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.18

0.36
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2016
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2021
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Time Provided for Visual & Performing Arts
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q1C: Enter the number of hours per year instruction is provided for all students by grade and subject. (Grades K-5 only)

Percent of Schools (Who Provide Art Instruction) 
With At Least One Hour Per Week of Instruction 

All Arts Disciplines Combined, By Grade Level

2011 1.4 hours 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.6

2016
1.5 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.71.5 hours

2021
1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.6

Median # of Hours
1.5 hours

Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth

(Base=Schools Which Provide Arts Instruction, Grades K to 5 Only)
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FACILITIES AND RESOURCES OF 
ARTS EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY SCHOOLS
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% of All Schools With Dedicated Classrooms
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q3A1: Enter the number of dedicated classrooms appropriately designed and equipped for instruction in each arts area.
Q3A2: Enter the number of multi-purpose classrooms appropriately designed and equipped for instruction in each arts area.

2011

(All School Types Combined (Elementary, Middle & High School))
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(Base=All Responding Public Schools)



56

69%
85%

63%
89%

50%
39% 45%

21%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q3A1: Enter the number of dedicated classrooms appropriately designed and equipped for instruction in each arts area.
Q3A2: Enter the number of multi-purpose classrooms appropriately designed and equipped for instruction in each arts area.
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% of Schools Offering Discipline With Dedicated Classrooms

(All School Types (Elementary, Middle & High School))

(Base= Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)
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Classrooms & Education Facilities - All Schools

Q3A1/2: Enter the number of dedicated classrooms & multi-purpose appropriately designed and equipped for instruction in each arts area.

(All School Types Combined (Elementary, Middle & High School))
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2020/21

2019/20

New to 2021 Survey

Q3A3A/B: Do you anticipate that your school will return to 2019/2020 numbers of dedicated classrooms / multi-purpose classrooms?

Base = Among schools with fewer classrooms of that type, in that discipline, in 2020/21 - % Yes, anticipate that 
school will return to 2019/20 numbers of classrooms… 

63% 64%

Dance Music Theater Visual Art

77% 64% 67% 66% 80% 60%

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)

65% of schools (regardless of type or discipline)

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)



(Base=Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)
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New to 2021 Survey

52%
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Classrooms & Education Facilities - Schools Offering Discipline(s)

(All School Types (Elementary, Middle & High School))

2019/20

2020/21

Q3A1/2: Enter the number of dedicated classrooms & multi-purpose appropriately designed and equipped for instruction in each arts area.
Q3A3A/B: Do you anticipate that your school will return to 2019/2020 numbers of dedicated classrooms / multi-purpose classrooms?

Dance Music Theater Visual Art

Base = Among schools with fewer classrooms of that type, in that discipline, in 2020/21, who offer discipline - % 
Yes, anticipate that school will return to 2019/20 numbers of classrooms… 

61% 70% 77% 64% 75% 65% 80% 60%

(Base= Varies, See Notations Below)

(Base=Schools Which Offer Arts Discipline)

66% of schools (regardless of type or discipline)
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

2011

2016
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2021
Dance Music Theater Visual Art

% of Schools Teaching Arts Discipline Using Technology
(Base = Schools With at Least One Course in Arts Discipline)

Q3B: Do your students use technological tools to assist in the study and creation of the Arts? 

% of Schools Using Tech in 
ALL Offered Disciplines: 
2021: 84%
2016: 66%
2011: 54%
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Impact of COVID-19 on Technology Usage
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q3B2: How has students’ use of technological tools to assist in the study and creation of the arts 
changed as a result of COVID-19?
3B3: Do you anticipate that students’ use of technological tools to assist in the study and creation of 
the arts during COVID-19 will be continued as schools return to meeting full time in person?

35%

5%

33%
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41%

12%

39%

13%

1%
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2%

23%

81%

27%

81%
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Dance Music Theatre Visual Arts

Increased

Decreased

Stayed the Same

Not Sure

ELEMENTARY Dance Music Theater Visual Arts
COVID Impact on Use of Tech Tools to Assist in Study/Creation of Art
Increased 21% 81% 18% 79%
Decreased 1% 2% 2% 2%
Stayed the Same 41% 12% 42% 13%
Not Sure 36% 5% 38% 6%
Will Tech Use Continue at COVID Levels 
Yes 26% 81% 24% 79%
No 26% 5% 26% 5%
Unsure 49% 14% 50% 15%

47%

13%

45%

14%

25%

4%

23%

5%

28%

83%

32%

82%
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Dance Music Theatre Visual Arts

Yes

No

Unsure

How Student Use of Tech Tools to Assist in 
Study/Creation of Art Changed Due to COVID 

Will Tech Use in Art Continue at COVID Levels

MIDDLE Dance Music Theater Visual Arts
COVID Impact on Use of Tech Tools to Assist in Study/Creation of Art
Increased 20% 80% 27% 78%
Decreased 1% 3% 2% 2%
Stayed the Same 43% 13% 37% 15%
Not Sure 36% 4% 34% 5%
Will Tech Use Continue at COVID Levels 
Yes 27% 86% 33% 85%
No 26% 3% 23% 4%
Unsure 47% 11% 44% 11%

HIGH Dance Music Theater Visual Arts
COVID Impact on Use of Tech Tools to Assist in Study/Creation of Art
Increased 33% 80% 58% 86%
Decreased 2% 2% 2% 2%
Stayed the Same 37% 11% 25% 9%
Not Sure 27% 6% 15% 3%
Will Tech Use Continue at COVID Levels 
Yes 39% 85% 61% 88%
No 22% 4% 14% 3%
Unsure 39% 11% 24% 9%

Overall, 85% of 
schools said that use 
increased in at least 
one of these areas.
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Budget Allocation

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q3C1: What is the TOTAL budget allocation for arts education for the current school year? (Curricular support, arts supplies, materials that are in curricular support 
for the arts area should be included. Do not include teacher salaries, capital expenses, non-district funds or one-time expenditures.)

% of Schools, By School Type

All Grade Levels/School Types

Median
2021:  $5,000
2016:  $4,600
2011:  $4,400

ELEMENTARY 2011 2016 2021
Median $3,400 $3,600 $4,000
$0 8% 5% 3%
$1-$1,000 11% 11% 13%
$1,001-$2,000 18% 15% 13%
$2,001-$5,000 33% 38% 36%
$5,001-$10,000 20% 21% 23%
$10,001 + 10% 10% 13%

MIDDLE 2011 2016 2021
Median $5,350 $6,000 $7,000
$0 7% 5% 3%
$1-$1,000 8% 8% 8%
$1,001-$2,000 9% 7% 6%
$2,001-$5,000 25% 26% 25%
$5,001-$10,000 23% 25% 23%
$10,001 + 28% 29% 34%

HIGH 2011 2016 2021
Median $25,000 $27,875 $30,675
$0 4% 6% 2%
$1-$1,000 4% 4% 3%
$1,001-$2,000 4% 3% 2%
$2,001-$5,000 9% 6% 9%
$5,001-$10,000 6% 8% 7%
$10,001 + 73% 73% 78%

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Per Student Basis Budget Allocation
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

2011 2016 2021
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26%
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(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q3C1: What is the TOTAL budget allocation for arts education for the current school year? (Curricular support, arts supplies, materials that are in curricular support 
for the arts area should be included. Do not include teacher salaries, capital expenses, non-district funds or one-time expenditures.)
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Per Student Basis Budget Allocation
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Median Annual Spending Per Student

2011 2016 2021

All Schools Combined $10.08 $11.01 $12.68

Elementary $8.06 $9.03 $10.72

Middle School $11.03 $12.50 $14.02

High School $23.09 $26.60 $30.52

Middle/High Combined $13.21 $15.70 $17.81

Q3C1: What is the TOTAL budget allocation for arts education for the current school year? (Curricular support, arts supplies, materials that are in curricular support 
for the arts area should be included. Do not include teacher salaries, capital expenses, non-district funds or one-time expenditures.)
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2021

2011

2016

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Elementary Middle High

Budget Allocation: Aggregate Dollars, By School Type
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q3C1: What is the TOTAL budget allocation for each arts area for the current school year? (Curricular support, arts supplies, materials that are in curricular support 
for the arts area should be included. Do not include teacher salaries, capital expenses, non-district funds or one-time expenditures.)
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Impact of COVID-19 on Budget

3C2: How did your budget change because of COVID-19 for the current year (2020/21)?
3C3:  Do you anticipate that your school will return to 2019/20 funding levels for the 2021/2022 
school year?

6%
29%

6%
27%

6%

73%

66%

75%

66%

74%

10%
3%

9%
5%

10%
11% 2% 10% 2% 10%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Overall Dance Music Theatre Visual
Arts

Increased

Decreased

Stayed the Same

Not Sure

ELEMENTARY Overall Dance Music Theater Visual Arts
COVID Impact on 2020/21 Budget
Increased 10% 2% 10% 1% 10%
Decreased 11% 4% 10% 5% 11%
Stayed the Same 73% 65% 74% 63% 73%
Not Sure 6% 30% 6% 31% 6%
Will Budget Return to 2019/20 Levels in 2021/22
Yes 50% 48% 57% 53% 57%
No 30% 21% 29% 19% 30%
Unsure 20% 31% 13% 27% 13%

20% 31%
14%

27% 15%

31% 22%
30%

21%
30%

49% 47% 56% 51% 55%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Overall Dance Music Theatre Visual
Arts

Yes

No

Unsure

COVID Impact on 2020/21 Budget
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Will Budget Return to 2019/20 Levels in 2021/22
(Base=Budget Change in Specific Arts Area)

MIDDLE Overall Dance Music Theater Visual Arts
COVID Impact on 2020/21 Budget
Increased 13% 2% 12% 3% 11%
Decreased 11% 4% 10% 7% 11%
Stayed the Same 69% 64% 72% 63% 71%
Not Sure 7% 30% 7% 27% 7%
Will Budget Return to 2019/20 Levels in 2021/22
Yes 50% 46% 63% 57% 59%
No 25% 21% 23% 18% 23%
Unsure 25% 33% 14% 25% 18%

HIGH Overall Dance Music Theater Visual Arts
COVID Impact on 2020/21 Budget
Increased 13% 4% 11% 5% 11%
Decreased 8% 4% 7% 6% 7%
Stayed the Same 73% 70% 75% 74% 76%
Not Sure 6% 23% 8% 15% 5%
Will Budget Return to 2019/20 Levels in 2021/22
Yes 48% 46% 55% 45% 52%
No 33% 23% 34% 29% 32%
Unsure 19% 31% 11% 26% 16%

New to 2021 Survey

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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District Level Budget for Arts Instruction

42%

45%

48%

54%

51%

51%

57%

54%

56%
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Elementary School
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2011

Q3C4: In addition to the school funding above, is there a district level budget to support arts instruction? 

% Yes - Schools With District Level Budget 
to Support Arts Instruction, 

By School Type

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

47%
53%52%

48%
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44%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Yes No

2011 2016 2021

% of Schools With District Level Budget to 
Support Arts Instruction, 

All School Types

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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16%

12%
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17%

12%

11%

17%

10%
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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100%
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Fees to Participate in Extra-Curricular Art Activities

% of Schools Charging Fees, 
All School Types

% Yes, Schools Charging Fees, 
By School Type

Q3C5: Does your school charge fees to participate in any extra curricular arts activities?

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)



Q3D: In the last three years, has your school received funding from a source outside of the school district to support arts education? 68

Funding From Source(s) Outside of School District to Support Arts

% Yes - Schools Receiving Outside 
Funding in Last 3 Years to Support 

Arts Education, 
By School Type

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

37% 39%
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40%
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% Yes - Schools Receiving 
Outside Funding in Last 3 Years 

to Support Arts Education, 
All Schools

37%
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37%

43%

39%

39%

37%

32%

32%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

High School

Middle School

Elementary School

2021

2016

2011

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Specific Source(s) of Outside Funding to Support Arts

Q3D2: Please indicate the sources of those outside funds.

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

*See appendix

% of All Schools % of Schools Those That Received Outside Funding

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
Local District Education Foundation 15% 17% 12% 40% 42% 39%

Local Business or Corporations 6% 6% 3% 17% 15% 9%

PTA/PTO or Friends Organization 23% 25% 15% 63% 64% 48%

Booster Club 5% 7% 4% 15% 17% 13%

Arts/Cultural Organizations 6% 6% 5% 17% 16% 17%

County and/or Local Arts Councils 2% 2% 2% 4% 5% 6%

New Jersey State Council on the Arts 2% 1% 1% 5% 1% 3%

Federal Grants 4% 3% 6% 10% 7% 18%

State or National Foundation 1% 1% 2% 4% 3% 7%

*Other 7% 6% 5% 18% 16% 17%

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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Specific Source(s) of Outside Funding to Support Arts
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q3D2: Please indicate the sources of those outside funds.

23%
15%

4% 6% 5% 6%
2% 1% 2%

7%

25%
17%

3% 6% 7% 6%
2% 1% 1%

6%
15% 12%

6% 5% 4% 3% 2% 2% 1%
5%
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20%

40%
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80%

100%
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Local District
Education
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Federal Grants Arts/Cultural
Organizations
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or
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County and/or
Local Arts
Councils

State or
National

Foundation

New Jersey
State Council
on the Arts

Other*

2011 2016 2021

% of All Schools, Sources of Outside Funds
(Ordered highest % to lowest)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

*See appendix
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Arts Supervisor*

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q3E1: Indicate which best describes the Arts Supervisor’s role: 

% of Those With School–Based 
Arts Supervisors

% of Those With District–Based 
Arts Supervisors

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Full Time Arts Supervisor 26% 24% 26% 43% 50% 49%

Full Time Arts Supervisor With Additional 
Responsibilities For Other Subjects 60% 64% 68% 47% 45% 49%

Part Time Arts Supervisor 14% 12% 6% 9% 5% 2%

% of All Schools 2011 2016 2021

District Based Arts Supervisor Only 48% 50% 50%

School Based Arts Supervisor Only 5% 5% 4%

Both School and District Based 2% 3% 16%

Neither 45% 42% 30%

*Note: In years prior to 2021 “Arts 
Supervisor” was referred to as 
“Arts Coordinator”

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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Licensure Area of Arts Supervisor*
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q3E3: In which arts discipline(s) is the Arts Supervisor licensed? (check all that apply)

4%

46%

7%
21%

15%

31%

3%

43%
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23%
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32%

6%

35%

7%
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12%

44%
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80%

100%

Dance Music Theater Visual Art Other No Arts Licensure
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School Based
(Base = Schools With School Based Arts Supervisor)

District Based
(Base = Schools With District Based Arts Supervisor)

*Note: In years prior to 2021 “Arts 
Supervisor” was referred to as 
“Arts Coordinator”

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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POLICIES
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Are students’ grades in Arts Honors, IB, AP or other 
Advanced courses weighted equally with grades in 
other Honors, IB, AP or other Advanced academic 

courses when calculating students’ grade point 
averages for honor roll, class rank, etc.?

Are students’ grades in the Arts weighted 
equally with grades in other academic areas 

when calculating students’ grade point 
averages for honor roll, class rank, etc.? 

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Grade Weighting
(Base = High Schools, Enrollment in Grades 9-12)
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Year of Standards Alignment

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q2D: In what year was the arts education curriculum updated to align with the NJSLS and adopted or updated by the local school board?
Q2D2: What edition of the arts standards was used for that updating?

Edition of Arts Standards Used for 
Updating (among those adopted):
• 2004: 4%
• 2009: 47%
• 2014: 49%

2016
In the 2011 study, 
3% of schools had 
not adopted. 

2.0% 0.1% 0.4% 1.0% 1.0%
9.0% 6% 9% 7%

15% 18%
29%

3%
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20%

40%
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80%

100%
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2016
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2018

2019
2020

Not A
dopted

Edition of Arts Standards Used for 
Updating (among those adopted):
• 2009: 3%
• 2014: 70%
• 2020: 26%

2021

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Arts Standards for K-5 Students
(Base = Elementary Schools, Enrollment in Grades K-5)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q2E: Which arts standards are all students in your school expected to achieve? (check all that apply) (K-5 only)
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In 2021: 
• 99% of schools require students to achieve at 

least one art standard
• 95% of schools require students to achieve 

standards in 2 or more subject areas
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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District Developed & 
Required 

Assessments

Teacher Developed 
Assessments No Assessment

Q2F: How is student progress toward achieving the arts standards assessed in your school? (check all that apply)

Assessment - Achieving Arts Standards
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Assessment - Local Graduation Requirements
(Base = High Schools, Enrollment in Grades 9-12)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

What are the local graduation requirements (credits) 
for the arts? 
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Instructional Support
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q4A: Indicate if your school uses these individuals to supplement Arts instruction (not provide core instruction) by making the appropriate selection.

% of Respondents Who Answered ‘Yes’ For
Curricular, Co-curricular, and/or Extra-curricular Instruction Within Any of the Arts

2011

2016

12% 6% 4% 3% 3%
15% 6% 8% 6% 3%

16%
5% 8% 4% 3%

14% 6% 6% 6% 3%
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Another Subject 

With Relevant Arts 
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OtherVirtual/Remote 
Teacher/Assistant

N/A new to 2020/21 Survey

N/A new to 2020/21 Survey

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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% of Respondents Using Professional Development Strategy
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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Q4B: During the current school year, have or will the school/district offer any of the following professional development activities in the arts? (check all that apply)

2011

2016

**See appendix

2021

Workshops with 
professional 

artists or arts & 
culture partners

*Note: In years prior to 2021 
“Certified Arts Teacher” was 
“Certified Arts Specialist”

Partnerships 
with 

colleges/
universities

Off-site seminars 
or conferences 

in arts education

In-school 
seminars or 

conferences in 
arts education

State and/or 
National Arts 

Education 
Conferences

Virtual/remote 
sessions (either 
synchronous or 

on-demand)

No professional 
development offered 
in Arts Education for 

this teacher

Other**

N/A new to 
2020/21 Survey

N/A new to 
2020/21 Survey

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)
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Type of Teacher Afforded Professional Development
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

*Note: In years prior to 2021 
“Certified Arts Teacher” was 
“Certified Arts Specialist”

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Q4B: During the current school year, have or will the school/district offer any of the following professional development activities in the arts? (check all that apply)



84

Professional Development Incentives

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q4C: What incentives may teachers in your school/district receive for participating in professional development activities in the arts? (Check all that apply)

(Base = Schools Who Offer Professional Development in Arts Education)

*See appendix
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
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Field Trips
(Base = Schools With at Least One Field Trip in Past 3 Yrs.)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A1: As a part of a school-sponsored function for which of the following arts have students traveled outside the building for a performance, lecture, class or 
exhibition in the past three years? 

Among all schools % that had at least 1 field trip in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2016 = 83% 
Ø 2021 = 71%

Area 2016 2021

Dance 20% 21%

Music 78% 79%

Theatre 50% 42%

Visual Arts 59% 60%

Creative Writing 9% 8%

*Other 5% 8%

% Of Schools With At Least One Field Trip 
in the Past 3 Yrs. in Arts Discipline

*See appendix
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Field Trips – Elementary Only
(Base = Schools With at Least One Field Trip in Past 3 Yrs.)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A1: As a part of a school-sponsored function for which of the following arts have students traveled outside the building for a performance, lecture, class or 
exhibition in the past three years? 

Median Number of Times
(Among Schools That Had At Least One Field Trip in 

Any Arts Discipline in Past 3 Yrs.)

Area 2011 2016 2021

Dance 19% 18% 19%

Music 76% 73% 75%

Theatre 52% 48% 39%

Visual Arts 50% 51% 54%

Creative Writing 8% 7% 4%

*Other 4% 5% 8%

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Field 
Trip in Arts Discipline in Past 3 Yrs.

*See appendix

Among all elementary schools % that had at least 1 field trip in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2011 = 79% 
Ø 2016 = 78%
Ø 2021 = 63%
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Field Trips – Middle/High School Only
(Base = Schools With at Least One Field Trip in Past 3 Yrs.)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A1: As a part of a school-sponsored function for which of the following arts have students traveled outside the building for a performance, lecture, class or 
exhibition in the past three years? 

Median Number of Times
(Among Schools That Had At Least One Field Trip in Any 

Arts Discipline in Past 3 Yrs.)

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Field 
Trip in Arts Discipline in Past 3 Yrs.

*See appendix

Middle High

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
Dance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Music 3 3 2 3 4 6

Theatre 2 2 0 1 2 1

Visual Arts 3 2 1 1 3 2

Creative 
Writing 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other* 0 0 0 0 0 0

Middle High

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
Dance 19% 18% 20% 28% 32% 32%

Music 85% 84% 83% 88% 87% 85%

Theatre 50% 46% 37% 60% 64% 59%

Visual Arts 58% 58% 59% 82% 84% 78%

Creative 
Writing 10% 9% 6% 21% 20% 19%

Other* 4% 5% 9% 9% 6% 8%

Among all middle schools % that had at least 1 
field trip in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  

Ø 2011 = 86% 
Ø 2016 = 89%
Ø 2021 = 78%

Among all high schools % that had at least 1 field 
trip in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  

Ø 2011 = 96% 
Ø 2016 = 96%
Ø 2021 = 92%
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Field Trips Past 3 Years – Year by Year Detail, Overall
(Base = Schools With at Least One Field Trip in Given Year)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A1: As a part of a school-sponsored function for which of the following arts have students traveled outside the building for a performance, lecture, class or 
exhibition in the past three years? 

*See appendix

Among all schools % that had at least 1 field trip in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2018/19 = 69% 
Ø 2019/20 = 52%
Ø 2020/21 = 5%
Ø 29% had no field trips in the past three years

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Field 
Trip in Arts Discipline in Given Year

18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 0 0 0

Music 1 1 0

Theatre 0 0 0

Visual Arts 1 1 0

Creative 
Writing 0 0 0

Other* 0 0 0

18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 20% 19% 6%

Music 78% 73% 49%

Theatre 42% 35% 25%

Visual Arts 59% 51% 36%

Creative 
Writing

8% 6% 5%

Other* 8% 8% 0%

New to 2021 Survey

Median Number of Times
(Among Schools That Had At Least One Field Trip in Any 

Arts Discipline in Given Year)
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Field Trips Past 3 Years – Year by Year Detail, By School Type
(Base = Schools With at Least One Field Trip in Given Year)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A1: As a part of a school-sponsored function for which of the following arts have students traveled outside the building for a performance, lecture, class or 
exhibition in the past three years? 

*See appendix

Among all middle schools % that had at 
least 1 field trip in any arts discipline in 
the past 3 years:  

Ø 2018/19 = 77% 
Ø 2019/20 = 57%
Ø 2020/21 = 5%
Ø 22% had no field trips in the past 

three years

Among all high schools % that had at 
least 1 field trip in any arts discipline in 
the past 3 years:  

Ø 2018/19 = 91% 
Ø 2019/20 = 81%
Ø 2020/21 = 14%
Ø 8% had no field trips in the past 

three years

Among all elementary schools % that had 
at least 1 field trip in any arts discipline 
in the past 3 years:  

Ø 2018/19 = 62% 
Ø 2019/20 = 43%
Ø 2020/21 = 3%
Ø 37% had no field trips in the past 

three years

Median Number of Times
(Among Schools with At Least One Field Trip 

in Any Arts Discipline in Given Year)

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Field Trip 
in Arts Discipline in Given Year

Elementary Middle High
18/19 19/20 20/21 18/19 19/20 20/21 18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Music 1 1 0 2 1 0 4 3 1

Theatre 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Visual
Arts

1 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 0

Creative 
Writing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Elementary Middle High
18/19 19/20 20/21 18/19 19/20 20/21 18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 18% 17% 3% 18% 18% 0% 31% 28% 10%

Music 74% 68% 39% 83% 73% 41% 85% 81% 60%

Theatre 38% 33% 24% 37% 31% 18% 59% 47% 29%

Visual
Arts

53% 46% 42% 57% 47% 38% 77% 65% 29%

Creative 
Writing

4% 4% 3% 6% 5% 5% 19% 13% 6%

Other* 8% 7% 0% 8% 8% 0% 8% 7% 0%

*Note: Interpret 2020/21 results by school type with care, small sample sizes. 

New to 2021 Survey
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Source of Funding For Field Trips
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A2: In general, what is the source of funding for these experiences?

54%

18% 18% 11%

62%

8% 17% 14%

64%

4%
16% 17%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

(Base = Schools with At Least One Field Trip in Past 3 Yrs.)

2016

2011

59%

16% 9% 15%

66%

7% 12% 15%

76%

1%
11% 11%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Elementary Middle High

2021

*See appendix

School Budget PTA/PTO Students/Parents Other*
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Program Selection Responsibility for Field Trips

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A3: Who is primarily responsible for determining the program selection?

27%
12%

32%
21%

1% 7%
23%

11%

43%

15%
1% 7%17% 15%

57%

8% 0% 2%
0%

20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

(Base = Schools with At Least One Field Trip in Past 3 Yrs.)

2016

2011

*See appendix

20% 21%
35%

18%
1% 6%

20% 16%

49%

10%
0% 5%8%

18%

64%

9% 0% 2%
0%

20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Elementary Middle High

2021 Principal Arts 
Supervisor

Arts Teachers Classroom 
Teachers

PTA/PTO *Other



30% 24%
9% 5% 2%

23%
7%

34%
23%

12% 7% 1%
20%

4%12% 12% 6% 0% 6%

53%

12%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

20%
41%

13%
3% 4% 12% 8%16%

42%

14%
2% 6% 10% 13%14% 19% 14%
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Barriers to Use of Field Trips
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A4: If your students have NOT traveled outside the building to an exhibition, performance or event, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? (select one)

2011

5% 3% 0% 1% 1%

83%

5% 2%5% 3% 0% 1% 1%

87%

3% 1%2% 2% 1% 0% 0%

92%

3% 1%
0%

20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Elementary Middle High

2021

2016

*See appendix

(Base = Did Not Travel Outside Building in  Past 3 Yrs.)

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2016

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2011

Time Out of the 
School Day

Limited 
Access 
Out of 

Building

Event/Activity 
Entry Fees

Transportation 
Costs

Geographical 
Limitations/
Remoteness

COVID-19 No Barriers Other*



30% 24%
9% 5% 2%

23%
7%

34%
23%

12% 7% 1%
20%

4%
12% 12% 6% 0% 6%

53%

12%
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20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

20%

41%

13%
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42%
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Barriers to Use of Field Trips
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A4: If your students have NOT traveled outside the building to an exhibition, performance or event, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? (select one)

2011

21% 14% 6% 6% 3%

26% 19%
6%

19% 11% 5% 5% 4%

36%
15%

6%14% 15%
1% 5% 3%

37%

15% 9%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Elementary Middle High
2018/19 
and/or 

2019/20

2016

*See appendix

(Base = Did Not Travel Outside Building in  Past 3 Yrs.)

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2016

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2011

Time Out of the 
School Day

Limited 
Access 
Out of 

Building

Event/Activity 
Entry Fees

Transportation 
Costs

Geographical 
Limitations/
Remoteness

COVID-19** No Barriers Other*

**Note COVID not asked as part of response set for 2018/19 and/or 2019/20 barriers, responses here were setback from write in responses. 
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Barriers to Use of Field Trips
New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5A4: If your students have NOT traveled outside the building to an exhibition, performance or event, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? (select one)

5%

3%

0%

1%

1%

83%

5%

2%

5%

3%

0%

1%

1%

87%

3%

1%

2%

2%

1%

0%

0%

92%

3%

1%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Time out of the school
day

Transportation costs

Event/activity entry fees

Limited access out-of-
building

Geographical
limitations/remoteness

COVID-19

No Barriers

*Other

Elementary

Middle

High

*See appendix

21%

14%

6%

6%

3%

26%

19%

6%

19%

11%

5%

5%

4%

36%

15%

6%

14%

15%

1%

5%

3%

37%

15%

9%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Time out of the school day

Transportation costs

Event/activity entry fees

Limited access out-of-
building

Geographical
limitations/remoteness

**COVID-19

No Barriers

*Other

Elementary

Middle

High

(Base = Did Not Travel Outside Building in 
2020/21)

(Base = Did Not Travel Outside Building in 
2018/19 and/or 2019/20)

**Note COVID not asked 
as part of response set 

for 2018/19 and/or 
2019/20 barriers, 

responses here were 
setback from write in 

responses. 

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Area 2011 2016 2021

Dance 48% 41% 41%

Music 74% 79% 73%

Theatre 60% 55% 49%

Visual Arts 32% 33% 31%

Creative Writing 26% 23% 15%

*Other 7% 7% 14%

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Outside 
Performance/Exhibit in Arts Discipline in Past 3 Yrs. 

Outside Groups and Individuals
(Base = Schools with At Least One Outside Group Performance/Exhibit in Past 3 Yrs.)

Q5B: In which of the following have outside groups or individuals (other than an artist in residence) performed/exhibited for students at the school in the 
past three years in these subject areas? 

Median Number of Times
(Among Schools That Had At Least One Outside 

Performance/Exhibit in Any Arts Discipline in Past 3 Yrs.) 

*See appendix

Among all schools % that had at least 1 outside group performance/exhibit in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2011 = 74%
Ø 2016 = 69% 
Ø 2021 = 51%

New to 2021 Survey
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Among all schools % that had at least 1 outside group performance/exhibit in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2018/19 = 47% 
Ø 2019/20 = 39%
Ø 2020/21 = 8%
Ø 49% had no outside group performance/exhibit in the past three years

Median Number of Times
(Among Schools with Outside Group Performance/

Exhibit in Any Arts Discipline in Given Year)

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Outside 
Group Performance/Exhibit in Arts 

Discipline in Given Year

18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 0 0 0

Music 1 1 1

Theatre 0 0 0

Visual Arts 0 0 0

Creative 
Writing

0 0 0

Other* 0 0 0

18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 40% 36% 16%

Music 71% 67% 50%

Theatre 48% 43% 27%

Visual Arts 30% 28% 19%

Creative 
Writing

14% 12% 9%

Other* 14% 12% 9%

Outside Groups/Individuals Past 3 Years – Year by Year Detail, Overall
(Base = Schools with At Least One Outside Group Performance/Exhibit in Given Year)

Q5B: In which of the following have outside groups or individuals (other than an artist in residence) performed/exhibited for students at the school in the 
past three years in these subject areas? 

*See appendix
New to 2021 Survey
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31%

57%

13%

40% 43%

17%

53%

8%

40%

0%
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2016

2011

35%
46%

19%

47%
30% 23%

72%

6%
22%

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Elementary Middle High

2021

Source of Funding Outside Performances/Exhibitions

Q5B2: In general, what is the source of funding for these performances/exhibitions?

(Base = Schools with At Least One Outside Performance/Exhibition in Past 3 Yrs.)

*See appendix

School Budget PTA/PTO Other*
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54%

3% 12% 7% 16% 7%

52%

4%
18%

6% 13% 6%
23% 15%

47%

9% 1% 5%
0%

20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

2016

2011

47%

7% 17% 7% 14% 8%

39%

11%
26%

6% 9% 9%13% 16%

57%

10% 1% 2%
0%

20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Elementary Middle High

2021

Program Selection Responsibility for Outside Performances/Exhibitions

Q5B3: Who is primarily responsible for determining the program selection?

(Base = Schools with At Least One Outside Performance/Exhibition in Past 3 Yrs.)

*See appendix

Principal Arts 
Supervisor

Arts Teachers Classroom 
Teachers

PTA/PTO *Other
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2011

4% 5% 2% 0.4%

81%

6% 1%5% 4% 2% 0.3%

83%

4% 1%5% 5% 4% 1%

77%

9% 0.3%
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80%

100%

Elementary Middle High

2016

Barriers to Outside Performances/Exhibitions
(Base = Those With No Outside Performances/Exhibitions in Past 3 Yrs.)

Q5B4: If your students have NOT had an outside group or individual perform or exhibit in your school, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? 

*See appendix

2021
Time Out of the 

School Day
Insufficient 

Space/Facilities
Lack of 

Information
Costs COVID-19* No Barriers Other*

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2016

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2011
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2011

17% 22%
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3%

28%

4% 12%16% 22%
13%
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Barriers to Outside Performances/Exhibitions
(Base = Those With No Outside Performances/Exhibitions in Past 3 Yrs.)

Q5B4: If your students have NOT had an outside group or individual perform or exhibit in your school, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? 

*See appendix

2018/19 
and/or 

2019/20 Time Out of the 
School Day

Insufficient 
Space/Facilities

Lack of 
Information

Costs COVID-19** No Barriers Other*

**Note COVID not asked as part of response set for 2018/19 and/or 2019/20 barriers, responses here were setback from write in responses. 

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2016

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2011
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4%
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0.4%

81%

6%
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13%
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16%
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27%
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12%

18%
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11%
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30%
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Cost
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**COVID-19

No Barriers

*Other
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(Base = No Outside 
Performance/Exhibitions in 2020/21)

(Base = No Outside Performance/Exhibitions in 
2018/19 and/or 2019/20)

Q5B4: If your students have NOT had an outside group or individual perform or exhibit in your school, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? 
*See appendix

Barriers to Outside Performances/Exhibitions

New to 2021 Survey

**Note COVID not asked 
as part of response set 

for 2018/19 and/or 
2019/20 barriers, 

responses here were 
setback from write in 

responses. 

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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Subject Areas for Artist-in-Residence

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5C1: In which of these subject areas has your school had an artist-in-residence (multiple contacts with the school) in the past three years? (Check all that apply)

*See appendix

6% 5% 5% 8% 5% 1%6% 5% 5% 9%
3% 0%

6% 5% 5% 6% 2% 1%
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Dance Music Theater Visual Arts Creative Writing Other

2011 2016 2021

Among all schools % that had at least 1 Artist-in-Residence in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2011 = 18% 
Ø 2016 = 17%
Ø 2021 = 14%

(Base = Schools with At Least One Artist-in-Residence in Past 3 Yrs.)
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Among all schools % that had at least 1 Artist-in-Residence in any arts discipline in the past 3 years:  
Ø 2018/19 = 12% 
Ø 2019/20 = 9%
Ø 2020/21 = 6%
Ø 86% had no artist-in-residence in the past three years

# of Subject Areas
(Among Schools That Had At Least One Artist-in-

Residence in Given Year)

% Of Schools That Had At Least One Artist-in-
Residence in Given Year

18/19 19/20 20/21

One 68% 64% 67%

Two 18% 21% 24%

Three 8% 9% 7%

Four 5% 4% 2%

Five 2% 2% 1%

18/19 19/20 20/21

Dance 40% 45% 48%

Music 28% 32% 30%

Theatre 33% 32% 24%

Visual Arts 37% 33% 26%

Creative 
Writing 15% 14% 13%

Other* 2% 2% 5%

Artist-in-Residence in Past 3 Years – Year by Year Detail, Overall
(Base = Schools with At Least One Artist-in-Residence in Given Year)

*See appendix
Q5C1: In which of these subject areas has your school had an artist-in-residence (multiple contacts with the school) in the past three years? (Check all that apply)

New to 2021 Survey
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*See appendix
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Source of Funding for Artist-in-Residence

Q5C2: In general, what is the source of funding for the artist-in-residence?

(Base = Schools with Artist-in-Residence in Past Three Years)

School Budget PTA/PTO Other*
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*See appendix
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Program Selection Responsibility for Artist-in-Residence

Q5C3: Who is primarily responsible for determining the program selection?

(Base = Schools with Artist-in-Residence in Past Three Years)

Principal Arts 
Supervisor

Arts Teachers Classroom 
Teachers

PTA/PTO *Other
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2011

Artist-in-Residence Contribution

Q5C4: How did the artist-in-residence program contribute to this school’s art program? (Check all that apply)

(Base = Schools With an Artist-in-Residence) 

2016

*See appendix

21%
41%

96%

41%

4%
21%

40%

95%

36%

4%
21%

38%

97%

40%

4%
30%

45%

100%

66%

0%
0%

20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

Overall Elementary Middle High

2021

Provided input on 
curriculum 

development

Provided skills and 
knowledge about 
art forms or arts 
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instruction

Provided awareness 
about career 

opportunities in the 
arts

*Other
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2011
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*See appendix
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Artist-in-Residence Obstacles

Q5C: If you have NOT had an artist-in-residence in your school, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? (Select one)

(Base = Those Schools With NO Artist-in-Residence) 

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2016

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2011

Competing priorities 
(e.g., testing, 
remediation)

Time in the 
school day

Insufficient or 
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Budget 
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Lack of information 
on available 
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COVID-19 No obstacles
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2011
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*See appendix

2016

Artist-in-Residence Obstacles

Q5C: If you have NOT had an artist-in-residence in your school, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? (Select one)

(Base = Those Schools With NO Artist-in-Residence) 

N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 
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N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 
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N/A not asked as part 
of response set for 

2018/19 and/or 
2019/20 barriers
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7%

3%

1%

10%

14%

50%

15%

6%

4%
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17%

49%

14%

6%

2%
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19%
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16%

7%

2%
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27%
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33%

27%
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18%

33%
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Competing priorities (e.g.,
testing, remediation)

Time in the school day
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space/facilities
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Lack of information on
available programs

COVID-19

No Obstacles

Elementary

Middle

High

(Base = No Artist-in-Residence in 2020/21) (Base = No Artist-in-Residence in 
2018/19 and/or 2019/20)

N/A not asked as part of response set 
for 2018/19 and/or 2019/20 barriers

Artist-in-Residence Obstacles

Q5C: If you have NOT had an artist-in-residence in your school, which of the following would you identify as the greatest obstacle? (Select one)

New to 2021 Survey

(Base=Varies, See Notations Below)
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Partnerships or Collaborations

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Q5D: Does your school/district have ongoing (at least multi-year) partnerships/collaborations with artists/arts companies or cultural organizations that help 
meet your  arts education curricular goals?

*A list of organization can be found in the Appendix.

28% 27% 28%

38%

28% 27% 27%
33%31% 30% 31%

41%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Overall Elementary Middle High

2011 2016 2021

(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

% Yes
(School/district has ongoing (at least multi-year) 

partnerships/collaborations with artists/arts companies or cultural 
organizations to help meet arts education curricular goals)  
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Overall Elementary 
School

Middle 
School

High 
School

% No Field Trips, No Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, No Artist-in-
Residence & No Partnerships 5% 6% 4% 3%

% With At Least One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 95% 94% 96% 97%

% With At Least Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 71% 70% 72% 70%

% With At Least Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 29% 29% 30% 33%

% With All Four (Field Trips, Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, Artist-
in-Residence or Partnerships) 8% 9% 8% 7%

% With ONLY Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 21% 20% 22% 25%

% With ONLY Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 41% 42% 42% 38%

% With ONLY One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 24% 23% 24% 27%

% With Just Field Trips 14% 11% 17% 25%

% With Just Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited 8% 11% 6% 1%

% With Just Artist-in-Residence 0.04% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%

% With Only Partnerships 1.3% 1.5% 0.5% 1.0%

Summary of Community Resources to Support Arts Instruction
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

2011
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Overall Elementary 
School

Middle 
School

High 
School

% No Field Trips, No Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, No Artist-in-
Residence & No Partnerships 7% 9% 5% 3%

% With At Least One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 93% 91% 95% 97%

% With At Least Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 68% 67% 68% 71%

% With At Least Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 28% 28% 28% 31%

% With All Four (Field Trips, Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, Artist-
in-Residence or Partnerships) 8% 9% 8% 8%

% With ONLY Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 20% 20% 20% 23%

% With ONLY Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 40% 39% 40% 40%

% With ONLY One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 25% 24% 27% 26%

% With Just Field Trips 17% 13% 22% 26%

% With Just Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited 7% 10% 4% 1%

% With Just Artist-in-Residence 0.3% 0.4% 0.5% 0.0%

% With Only Partnerships 0.5% 0.6% 0.2% 0.0%

Summary of Community Resources to Support Arts Instruction
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

2016
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Overall Elementary 
School

Middle 
School

High 
School

% No Field Trips, No Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, No Artist-in-
Residence & No Partnerships 17% 21% 14% 5%

% With At Least One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 83% 79% 86% 95%

% With At Least Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 54% 52% 57% 63%

% With At Least Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 22% 21% 22% 30%

% With All Four (Field Trips, Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, Artist-
in-Residence or Partnerships) 7% 7% 7% 8%

% With ONLY Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 15% 14% 15% 22%

% With ONLY Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 32% 31% 35% 32%

% With ONLY One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 29% 27% 29% 32%

% With Just Field Trips 20% 15% 23% 29%

% With Just Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited 6% 8% 4% 1%

% With Just Artist-in-Residence 0.4% 0.5% 0.1% 0.3%

% With Only Partnerships 3% 4% 2% 2%

Summary of Community Resources to Support Arts Instruction
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

Past 3 Years Combined
(2018/19 + 2019/20 + 2020/21) 
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Overall Elementary 
School

Middle 
School

High 
School

% No Field Trips, No Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, No Artist-in-
Residence & No Partnerships 18% 23% 15% 5%

% With At Least One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 82% 77% 85% 95%

% With At Least Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 51% 49% 53% 61%

% With At Least Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 20% 19% 19% 27%

% With All Four (Field Trips, Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, Artist-
in-Residence or Partnerships) 6% 6% 6% 6%

% With ONLY Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 14% 13% 13% 21%

% With ONLY Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 31% 30% 34% 34%

% With ONLY One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 31% 28% 32% 33%

% With Just Field Trips 21% 16% 25% 30%

% With Just Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited 6% 7% 3% 1%

% With Just Artist-in-Residence 0.3% 0.4% 0.1% 0.3%

% With Only Partnerships 4% 4% 3% 3%

Summary of Community Resources to Support Arts Instruction
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

2018/19 School Year
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Overall Elementary 
School

Middle 
School

High 
School

% No Field Trips, No Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, No Artist-in-
Residence & No Partnerships 29% 33% 28% 13%

% With At Least One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 71% 67% 72% 87%

% With At Least Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 40% 37% 42% 53%

% With At Least Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 15% 14% 15% 23%

% With All Four (Field Trips, Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, Artist-
in-Residence or Partnerships) 4% 4% 5% 6%

% With ONLY Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 11% 10% 11% 17%

% With ONLY Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 25% 23% 26% 30%

% With ONLY One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 31% 30% 30% 34%

% With Just Field Trips 15% 11% 18% 28%

% With Just Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited 8% 10% 6% 1%

% With Just Artist-in-Residence 0.3% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3%

% With Only Partnerships 7% 7% 5% 5%

Summary of Community Resources to Support Arts Instruction
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

2019/20 School Year
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Overall Elementary 
School

Middle 
School

High 
School

% No Field Trips, No Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, No Artist-in-
Residence & No Partnerships 61% 63% 62% 49%

% With At Least One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 39% 37% 38% 51%

% With At Least Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 9% 8% 9% 15%

% With At Least Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 2% 2% 1% 3%

% With All Four (Field Trips, Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited, Artist-
in-Residence or Partnerships) 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3%

% With ONLY Three of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 2% 2% 1% 3%

% With ONLY Two of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 7% 6% 8% 12%

% With ONLY One of These (Field Trips, Outside Groups 
Performed/Exhibited, Artist-in-Residence or Partnerships) 29% 28% 29% 36%

% With Just Field Trips 2% 1% 2% 6%

% With Just Outside Groups Performed/Exhibited 4% 4% 3% 2%

% With Just Artist-in-Residence 1% 1% 1% 1%

% With Only Partnerships 22% 22% 22% 27%

Summary of Community Resources to Support Arts Instruction
(Base=All Responding Public Schools)

2020/21 School Year
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Access to Arts Education
(Base=All Responding Public Schools & Charter Schools)

Q1A1: What is the total number of courses offered in EACH arts area?

% Schools With at Least One Course,  By Arts Discipline

2021: 
Public 

Schools

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

99%

19%

96%

23%

95%99%

16%

97%

12%
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94%100%
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Overall Public Elementary Middle High School

2021: 
**Charter

Schools
98%

26%

77%

19%

88%
98%

25%

82%

20%
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98%

30%

80%

22%

89%
100%

30%

90%

60%

90%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%
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Overall Charter Elementary Middle High School

**Small sample size for charter schools (n=57), especially at high school level (n=10) interpret statistics with care. 
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2021: 
Public 

Schools

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

76%

8%

63%
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Arts Participation
(Base=All Responding Public Schools & Charter Schools)

Q1A3: The total number of students who received instruction in this arts area, whether elective or required.  (This is a non-duplicated count). 

2021: 
**Charter

Schools

**Small sample size for charter schools (n=57), especially at high school level (n=10) interpret statistics with care. 
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2021: 
Public 

Schools

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021
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365
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3,000
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Q1A5: What is the total number of art teachers (Full Time Equivalent) who provide instruction in each arts area? 

Student / Arts Educator Ratios
(Base=Schools Providing Arts Instruction)

Note that schools were 
asked to provide a non-
duplicated count of 
teachers in each arts 
area.  Combined number 
of teachers across all 
disciplines below may 
contain some 
duplication. 

2021: 
**Charter

Schools

**Small sample size for charter schools (n=57), especially at high school level (n=10) interpret statistics with care. 

(Summed total of all NJ students who received arts instruction divided by the summed total of all arts teachers (FTE))
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Per-Pupil Arts Spending
(Base=All Responding Public Schools & Charter Schools)

New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Median  Annual Spending Per Student
2021

All Schools Combined $12.68

Elementary $10.72

Middle School $14.02

High School $30.52

Middle/High Combined $17.81

2021: 
Public 

Schools

2021: 
**Charter

Schools

**Small sample size for charter schools (n=57), especially at high school level (n=10) interpret statistics with care. 

Median  Annual Spending Per Student
2021

All Schools Combined $16.67

Elementary $16.67

Middle School $16.80

High School $15.48

Middle/High Combined $17.01

Q3C1: What is the TOTAL budget allocation for arts education for the current school year? (Curricular support, arts supplies, materials that are in curricular support 
for the arts area should be included. Do not include teacher salaries, capital expenses, non-district funds or one-time expenditures.)
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New Jersey Arts Education Census 2021

Engagement With Cultural Organizations
(Base= All Responding Public Schools & Charter Schools)

2021: 
Public 

Schools
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2021: 
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**Small sample size for charter schools (n=57), especially at high school level (n=10) interpret statistics with care. 


